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Twenty-Seventh Council of Pacific Arts & Culture Meeting 
Outcomes and Recommendations 

Guam 
May 24, 2016 

 
Festival of Pacific Arts 

1. The Council discussed the 13th and 14th Festivals of Pacific Arts. Discussions regarding the 
13th Festival focused on the importance of setting timelines in preparation of the Festival to 
ensure logistical issues are addressed well in advance and delegations are fully prepared. 
The Council received Fiji’s expression of interest (EOI) for the 14th Festival of Pacific Arts in 
2024, which was supported unanimously by the Council, and looks forward to receiving Fiji’s 
full bid at the 28th Council meeting in 2018.  
 
Recommendation 

2. The Council recommends that the Ministers endorse Fiji’s EOI to host the 14th Festival of 
Pacific Arts. 
 
Mid Term Review of the Regional Culture Strategy: Investing in Pacific Cultures 2010-2020 

3. The Council discussed the mid term review of the Regional Culture Strategy (RCS). The 
Council agreed that the RCS remains a relevant and important framework for cultural 
development in the region. The Council agreed to reconvene a self-funded working group 
that will be supported with secretariat services by the Pacific Community (SPC). Member 
countries of the working group are Cook Islands, Fiji, Guam, New Caledonia, Palau, Papua 
New Guinea, Tonga, and Wallis and Futuna. Fiji will host the first working group meeting.  
 
Recommendation 

4. The Council recommends that the Ministers endorse continued work on the RCS and the 
reconvening of the working group.  
 
Development of Cultural Industries 

5. The Council heard reports on the development of cultural industries in Fiji, Samoa and 
Solomon Islands through the EU-ACP Enhancing the Pacific Cultural Industries project and 
the Pacific film scoping exercise. The Council agreed to further discussions on the 
promotion of the film sector through the RCS working group. The Council also heard from 
the Pacific Island Forum Secretariat (PIFS) on the importance of mainstreaming culture in 
areas such as trade policy and ICT developments. The Council noted the recommendations 
made by PIFS for: 

 integration of culture into national trade policy frameworks, 

 support for the protection of traditional knowledge and cultural intellectual 
property, and  
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 submissions on cultural development in the 2017 Framework for Pacific Regionalism 
call for proposals.  

 
6. Further, the Council heard from UNESCO on the 2005 Convention for the Protection and 

Promotion of Diversity of Cultural Expression, which has been ratified by Samoa. The 
Convention supports the promotion of culture policies, the building of cultural industries, 
and enables access to technical assistance and funding through the International Fund on 
Cultural Diversity. 
 
Recommendation  

7. The Council recommends Ministers continue to support the development of cultural 
industries in the region acknowledging the need for funding and development partner 
support. The Council recommends that Ministers support ratification of the 2005 UNESCO 
Convention. 
 
Cultural Development in the Region 

8. The Council heard from Marshall Islands, Tonga and French Polynesia on cultural 
development in their countries since 2014. The Council also heard from the University of 
South Pacific’s Oceania Centre for Arts, Culture and Pacific Studies and the Pacific Heritage 
Hub about the development of the Professional Certificate in Heritage Management and 
Bachelor of Arts in Pacific Studies, Heritage and Arts. The Council noted the urgent need for 
investment in human resources in the culture sector in the Pacific. The Council also 
acknowledged the requests from Tonga and French Polynesia for Pacific Island countries to 
increase collaboration on cultural development through activities such as knowledge 
networks, South-South exchanges and a schedule of cultural and arts events across the 
region to promote local artists. The Council noted that UNESCO congratulated Vanuatu and 
Fiji for their strong inclusion of culture into their Post Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) 
and urged countries to continue to strengthen their capacity in mainstreaming culture into 
disaster risk reduction. 
 
Recommendations 

9. The Council recommends that Ministers support the capacity building of human resources 
in the culture sector including cultural statistics. The Council also recommends that the 
Ministers support USP’s development of Professional Certificate in Heritage Management 
and Bachelor of Arts in Pacific Studies, Heritage and Arts and provide scholarships for arts 
and culture sector studies. The Council further recommends that Ministers support their 
countries’ continued efforts in mainstreaming culture into disaster risk reduction and 
increase their capacity in this area including through South-South exchanges. 


