
Vincenza LOMONACO 

 

Vincenza Lomonaco has been appointed Ambassador, permanent Delegate of Italy to UNESCO 

on September 18th, 2013.  

She graduated in Political Sciences with a first class degree from “La Sapienza” University 

in Rome and her dissertation was published. 

In the month of April 2017, she was elected by UNESCO’s Member States to chair the Culture 

Commission of the 39thGeneral Conference for 2017-2019. 

 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

Previous position 

From December 2010 to September 2013 she served as Director for the promotion of Italian 

culture and language at the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs as well as Deputy Director-

General for Country Promotion.  

 

Academic career 

1979 – 1982: works at the Chair of public international law in La Sapienza’s Political Science 

Department, directed by Prof. Riccardo Monaco.   

1980: wins a scholarship by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the University of Rome to 

study and do research at the International Law Academy of the Hague.  

1981: wins a scholarship at the International Law Academy of the Hague.    

1983 – 1987: works under Prof. Fausto Pocar at the Chair of public international law within 

the University of Milan’s law department and with the dean of the University, Prof. Mario 

Giuliano. 

 

Diplomatic career 

Vincenza Lomonaco enters the diplomatic career in 1982 and is assigned to the Directorate-

General for Political Affairs – Unit for the United Nations.   

 

Between 1982 and 1990 she is the Italian delegate at the United Nations’ General Assembly, 

Economic and Social Council, Human Rights Commission.  

 

She also serves as Europe’s representative in the framework of the World UN Conference on 

Women (Nairobi, July 1985).  

 



From 1986 to 1989 she works as First Secretary at the Italian embassy to the Holy See.  

 

From 1989 to 1993 she serves as Consul in Montreal, Canada.   

 

From 1994 to 2001 she leads the bureau in charge of Italian Institutes for Culture inside the 

Directorate General for Cultural Cooperation and Promotion.  

 

In the meantime she supervises update and professional-training courses by the Diplomatic 

Institute for the division’s staff and Italian readers at foreign universities. She’s in charge of 

coordinating and drafting the reform of Italian Institutes for Culture and of unions’ 

relationships within the framework of the Directorate-Generate for Culture.  

 

From 2001 to 2004, she heads the Secretariat of the Undersecretary of State for American 

countries, the Presidency of the National Commission for Italian Culture abroad and the 

International Organizations in the UN system.   

 

On January 2, 2004 she’s promoted Plenipotentiary Minister.   

 

From December 13, 2004 to May 22, 2006 she serves as diplomatic adviser to the Minister for 

Public Administration. In this framework she starts and carries on the Human Governance 

project on a national and international level. The latter was included in the European 

2006/2007 middle-term programme, in the final resolution by the European Ministers for 

Public Work and was chosen for the UNDESA award for public administration.   

 

From May 2006 to November 2008 she works in close cooperation with the Directorate-

General for Italians abroad with the aim of coordinating the work of the international 

adoptions’ departments, namely on humanitarian issues. She’s responsible for providing 

counseling on the Italian courses’ review as well as culture and language-related topics. She 

represents the Directorate-General in meetings of the National Commission for the 

Promotion of Italian Culture abroad.   

 

She carries out the working document “Study, analysis and mapping of the Italian consulate 

network abroad” and coordinates the drafting of the “Practical users’ guide for consular 

services” aimed at foreign offices.   

 

She represents the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the Commission for international adoptions; 

the Committee for Foreign Minors; the National Conference on Family; the Commission on 

Women’s Health.    



Between December 15, 2008 and December 15, 2010 she serves as Deputy Director-General 

of the Directorate-General for Cultural Promotion and Cooperation.  

 

In 2009 she’s appointed Italian Focal Point for the first World UNESCO Forum on Culture and 

Cultural Industries which was held in Monza in September of the same year.  

 

In 2010 she’s appointed Deputy Coordinator of the “Year of Italian culture and language in 

Russia and of Russian culture and language in Italy”.   

 

In 2011 she’s appointed Deputy Coordinator of the Foreign Affairs’ Cross-Ministry Committee 

for the 150th anniversary of the Unification of Italy. In this framework, she promotes and 

coordinates activities and fosters events’ funding. Together with the ad-hoc national 

Committee she’s responsible for the realization of a short film entitled “Italy of the Future”. 

The latter is focused on Italian scientific leadership examples in the field of cultural, 

technological and industrial heritage;  

 

In 2012 she works with the Italian embassy in Washington for the "Year of Italian culture in 

the US”, a model for cross-sector partnerships for promoting Italy abroad. On this occasion, 

in fact, more than 200 events are held all over the US with funding from Italian small and 

medium firms.   

  

Positions in other fields 

From 1995 to 1997, she’s part of the administrative committee of the University of Perugia 

as representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

As of 2002 she’s part of the administrative committee of the University IULM of Milan, as 

representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

 

As of 2012 she’s the Head of the Italian-US Fulbright Commission.   

 

She’s a lecturer in the following seminars of Italian culture promotion: 

• Master on promotion of Italian culture at the University of Genoa; 

•  Master in Economics and culture at the "Pontificia Università Lateranense" of Rome; 

•  Department of Communication Sciences at La Sapienza University of Rome; 

• University of Buenos Aires - Department of Communication Sciences; 

•   Master of International relationships at the IULM University of Milan.  

  

 



Scientific publications 

"Euratom" entry, in the “Novissimo Digesto Italiano” UTET, Turin, 1983. 

 

"The Malvine Falkland to the United Nations" (1965-1983) in the "Rivista di Studi Politici 

Internazionali", Florence, 1984.  

 

Reviews of the books: JHGaudin, “Strategie et negotiation des transferts de techniques” 

and "International BAR ASSOCIATION – code of conduct for trasnational companies" in the 

"Rivista Internazionale di Diritto privato e processuale", Padua, 1984.   

  

A paper entitled "United Nations: these first 40 years", published in n. 56 of "Cooperazione", 

November 1985.  

 

"The UN Decade for Women". Published by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs – Presidency of the 

Council of Ministers, July 1987.  

 

"The UN and International Humanitarian Aid” in “Quaderno di Affari Sociali Internazionali”, 

Franco Angeli Editore, 1988.  

 

A paper on Italian Institutes for Culture on the book "Image and identity of Italians: how we 

are perceived abroad. Data of the Italian Institutes for Culture around the world”, Centro 

Studi stampa romana Francesco De Sanctis, 2002.  

 

"Human Governance, for a Culture of Public Administration", Presidency of the Council of 

Ministers, 2005. 

 


