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Context and background 
 

Despite the fact that the early years constitute a critical stage of rapid brain development that 
lays the foundation for good health, education success, social-emotional learning and 
economic productivity throughout life, the COVID-19 pandemic response has relatively 
neglected young children, resulting in them becoming the greatest victims of the pandemic 
due to its lifelong impact on their education and well-being1. Before the outbreak of COVID-19, 
at least 250 million young children, representing 43% of children under 5 years old, were 
already at risk of not reaching their full potential. This situation has been further worsened 
during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
In this context, UNESCO organized the webinar “Ensuring the quality of learning and wellbeing 
for young children in the context of the COVID-19” on 15 July 2020 where HRH Princess 
Laurentien of the Netherlands and the UNESCO Special Envoy launched a Call for Action and 
proposed that UNESCO convene an innovative dialogue aiming to develop the Global 
Partnership Strategy (GPS) for Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE). 

 
1 UN Policy Brief: The Impact of COVID-19 on children, April 2020 

28 January 2021, 13:30 – 15:30 CET 
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Advancing the Early Childhood Care and Education Agenda:  
Inclusive Innovative Dialogue towards a Global Partnership Strategy 

High-Level Session 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000374005
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As a follow up and through the personal engagement of Ms. Stefania Giannini, UNESCO 
Assistant Director-General for Education and HRH Princess Laurentien, UNESCO launched the 
Innovative Dialogue with an inception meeting (26 November 2020) followed by a Technical 
Session “Advancing the Early Childhood Agenda: Inclusive Innovative Dialogue towards a 
Global Partnership Strategy” (16 December 2020), which aimed to stimulate discussion and 
collect experts’ inputs on key enabling factors to advance the ECCE/ECD agenda. As a result of 
the Technical Session, five Strategies for Results have been identified for priority attention: (i) 
Evidence for Action and Advocacy for ECCE/ECD; (ii) ECCE/ECD Data Gaps and Systems of 
Accountability; (iii) ECCE/ECD Equity and Quality; (iv) ECCE/ECD Policy Planning and Financial 
Investment; and (v) ECCE/ECD Coordination and Collaboration. 
 
High-Level Session: objective and expected outcomes 
 
The High-Level Session aims to discuss and the overall directions of the GPS, provide concrete 
recommendations for the operationalization of the GPS, including initiatives and flagship 
programmes for its implementation as well as guidance for finalization. 
 
The High-level Session will be a two-hour virtual meeting, enabling national policy and law 
makers and heads of international agencies to interact in an open dialogue on GPS strategic 
priorities and initiatives proposed for Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) around its 
five strategies for results: 
 

• Strategy for results 1: Evidence for Action and Advocacy 

• Strategy for results 2: Data, Monitoring and Evaluation Frameworks 

• Strategy for results 3: Access, Equity and Quality 

• Strategy for results 4: Policy, Governance and Financing 

• Strategy for results 5: Coordination and collaboration 

 
At the end of the session, participants will define the process for the operationalization of GPS 
by countries and partners. 
 
Two days before the High-Level Session (i.e. 26 January), the representatives of Ministers, 
Heads of agencies, and some experts will be convened to participate in a technical consultation 
in order to prepare their principals’ participation and interventions. 
 
After the High-Level Session, several virtual workshops/ online discussions / consultations will 
be organized to finalize the GPS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://events.unesco.org/event?id=2719081128&lang=1033
https://events.unesco.org/event?id=2719081128&lang=1033
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Draft Agenda 

13:30-13:45 Welcome and introduction 

• Opening by Ms. Stefania Giannini, Assistant Director-General for 

Education, UNESCO 

 
Setting the scene 

• GPS process: Desired output and collective effort towards the GPS 

Borhene Chakroun, Director, Division of Policies and Lifelong Learning 

Systems, UNESCO 

• GPS formulation process: 

Emily Vargas Baron, Chair of the Drafting Group 

• Desired outcome and approach today 

HRH the Princess Laurentien of The Netherlands, UNESCO Special Envoy 

13:45-14:05 Global Partnership Strategy (Plenary): Facilitated by Princess Laurentien 

• Presentation of strategic priorities and initiatives: 

Leads of the 5 strategies for results – 2 mins per Strategy for Result 

• Gather insights from the Ministers and executives of organizations / 

agencies: 

Q1: Based on what you hear about the 5 Building Blocks for the GPS, 

where do you see potential for quick wins and any thoughts on how to 

achieve them? 

Q2: How to create political support for these strategic priorities? 

14:05-14:40 Introduction of concurrent roundtables, Borhene Chakroun Ministers 
and executives of agencies to break down by group.  
Discussion questions: 

• Which strategic priorities and initiatives would be the most relevant to 

achieve the objectives of the Strategy? 

• What are your country’s priorities and which contributions can your 

country make to achieve the strategy objectives? 

Desired output: Comments on the GPS and recommendations towards 
the endorsement and prioritization. 
 

14:40-14:55 Global Partnership Strategy (Plenary recommendations for finalization 
and process of endorsement) 
Brief statements on the outcome of the ministerial deliberations 

14.55 – 15.20 Guided dialogue: What is needed for the GPS not to become a paper 
strategy ? moderated by HRH Princess Laurentien: 

• Presentation of the indicative GPS implementation and monitoring 

framework 

• Open discussion regarding implementation arrangements and 

monitoring framework 
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15:20-15:30 Conclusion and next steps  
HRH Princess Laurentien  
Ms. Stefania Giannini 

15:30 Closing 

 
 
 
 

 

Stay in touch 

https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse 

@UNESCO 
 

@UNESCO 


