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Editorial: a word from the Secretary of the 1970 Convention

 

International cooperation is at the heart of the United Nations and of the 1970
Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export
and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property. 

In the framework of its cooperation with the European Union and to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the 1970 Convention, the Secretariat of the 1970
Convention is launching this e-newsletter for all States Parties, partner
organizations and interested countries and experts to highlight, on a regular
basis, news, events and achievements in the fight against the illicit trafficking of
cultural property.  

We hope that this newsletter contributes to ongoing cooperation and exchange
among States Parties, UNESCO and its partners, as well as among the
academic and expert community. 

I wish you pleasant reading and look forward to your feedback. 

Lazare Eloundou Assomo

Celebrating 50 Years of Combatting Illicit Trafficking of
Cultural Property 

Celebrating 50 Years of Combatting Illicit
Trafficking of Cultural Property.

In 1970, Member States called on UNESCO to
promote and enhance the prevention of theft and
looting of cultural property, and to promote the
return of stolen cultural property.

“This 50-year anniversary is a reminder that the
illicit trafficking of cultural property deprives
people of the heritage that underpins their identity
and supports their development,” said Audrey
Azoulay, UNESCO Director-General. “We need to
step up our efforts to enforce ethical standards in
art markets and support countries as they work to
safeguard heritage and combat illicit trade.”

The celebration of the 50th anniversary will
culminate on 14 September 2021 in an
International Conference "The fight against illicit
trafficking of cultural property: for a reinforced
Global Dialogue", organized in partnership with
the European Union. The online event will foster
dialogue among professionals from all fields
involved in the fight against illicit trafficking of
cultural property and discuss joint ways forward.

Key partners: The European Union

This section will present portraits and actions of
our key partners and States Parties to the
Convention, starting here with the European
Union.

 

Joint actions of UNESCO and the European Union: 

In recent years, UNESCO and the European Union have undertaken several
major joint initiatives to build capacities and dialogue for the protection of
cultural heritage and the fight against illicit trafficking of cultural property. 

The European Union, through its Directorate General for Education and Culture
(DG EAC), is currently supporting the UNESCO project “Inter-regional and
crosscutting action aiming to strengthen the fight against illicit trafficking of
cultural property” addressing a broad range of professionals in EU Member
States as well as countries of the Western Balkans and European
Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) South Partner countries to stimulate synergies
between source, transit and destination countries.  

The European Union in action: New 5-Year Strategy to fight against
organised crime, boost cooperation across the EU and make better use of
digital tools in investigations 

In April 2021, the European Union published its EU Strategy to tackle
Organised Crime 2021-2025, announcing that it would elaborate an “Action
Plan to tackling the illicit trade in cultural goods” for 2022. The Action Plan will
work to counter criminal activity by blocking terrorist funding sources from the
art market and money laundering coming from trafficking of cultural goods. The
strategy further proposes tools and measures to be used over the next five
years to disrupt the business models and structures of criminal organisations
across borders, both online and offline. 

Governance updates

As of today, 141 States have ratified the 1970 Convention on the Means of
Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of
Ownership of Cultural Property. All of them have committed to taking
measures to prohibit and prevent illicit trafficking of cultural property.  

From 25 to 28 May 2021, the 6th Meeting of States Parties and the 9th session
of the Subsidiary Committee were held; working documents as well as
resolutions and decisions adopted are available online. 

Strengthening the implementation of the 1970 Convention was at the heart of
the States Parties‘ debates, which underlined the necessity to reinforce
cooperation at national, regional and international levels.

The Subsidiary Committee further encouraged States Parties to continue
improving bilateral and multilateral cooperation, in particular with countries in
priority regions, including African countries, SIDS and countries in emergency
situations, through the exchange of expertise, best practices, and capacity
development projects. Means to further strengthen the implementation of the
Convention were discussed, including through the review of the International
Code of Ethics for Dealers in Cultural Property and raising awareness among
the media.

Read more about the "Governing Bodies of the 1970 Convention"

Recent events (selected highlights)

In the framework of the 50th anniversary of the
1970 Convention, several regional meetings are
taking place online throughout 2021.  

On 6 September 2021, UNESCO and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Egypt
organized the Regional Conference for Arab States, which allowed to discuss
current cooperation while focusing on capacity development needs and
priorities in the region.

In June 2021, a regional conference for the Asia-Pacific region discussed the
lack of awareness of the 1970 Convention among all stakeholders, youth and
the general public, and highlighted the challenges facing cross-sectorial
cooperation as well as the engagement of communities in the fight against illicit
trafficking of cultural property.

In April 2021, the Secretariat of the 1970 Convention organized a regional
conference in Africa, during which the States Parties highlighted needs and
priorities for the region, allowing for a better understanding of national contexts,
as well as the unique perspectives shared by members of the community. 

In October 2020, the Cusco Forum, organized by UNESCO in partnership with
the Government of Peru, established a technical regional dialogue for
the region of Latin America and the Caribbean.

Final Forum of the EU Horizon 2020 Project NETCHER 

In spring 2021, the EU-funded project
“NETCHER – NETwork and digital platform for
Cultural Heritage Enhancing and Rebuilding“ held
its final forum, taking stock of its achievements
and presenting a number of recommendations for
future action. The project has successfully
established an information network and a
collection of good practices at the European
level. UNESCO participated in the network’s fora
and, at the final forum, the Secretary of the 1970
Convention, Lazare Eloundou Assomo,
highlighted the need to engage the public in the
fight against illicit trafficking and called for a
global commitment to support UNESCO’s
actions. 

Save the date

14 September 2021, 12 pm – 6 pm:  

International Conference "The fight against illicit
trafficking of cultural property: for a reinforced
Global Dialogue" in partnership with the
European Union 

23-24 September 2021, from 12 pm:  

Second High-level Forum of Museums 

27-29 September 2021:  

22nd session of the ICPRCP (Intergovernmental
Committee for Promoting the Return of Cultural
Property to its Countries of Origin or its
Restitution in case of Illicit Appropriation) 

14 November 2021:  

International Day against Illicit Trafficking in
Cultural Property 

Recent publications

Museums around the world in the face of
COVID-19 (2021) 

UNESCO launched a new Report on Museums
Around the World in the Face of COVID-19, the
result of an international survey targeting
museums, culture professionals and Member
States. 

This report analyses the impact of COVID-19 on
the museum sector worldwide, sheds new light
on key trends of the world’s museums, their
responses and resilience in the face of the crisis
and the challenges for the future of museums. 

Fighting the illicit trafficking of cultural
property: a toolkit for European judiciary
and law enforcement 

The product of a previous EU-UNESCO
project, the ”Toolkit for European judiciary and
law enforcement – Fighting the Illicit Trafficking of
Cultural Property”, published in 2018, features
numerous case studies and aims at
strengthening police, customs, and public and
judicial authorities’ knowledge of the legal
framework. The Toolkit is available in English and
French and will be soon available in other
languages, including Spanish.  
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