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BACKGROUND 
Target 4.7 of the Sustainable Development Framework commits Member States to ensuring “by 2030, that 

all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable development, including, among 

others, through education for sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender 

equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural 

diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable development” 

 

PROBLEM 
This target introduces items in the SDG 4 that raise new challenges for the Education Sector, namely how to 

monitor progress on areas of education that are not traditionally measured and assessed, global citizenship 

education, education for sustainable development, human rights education, etc. 

 

UNESCO helped define and clarify the indicators to be used to monitor the goal but there remained the 

problem of data collection. When the target was proposed in 2015, there was no international tool to collect 

data. 

 

UNESCO is responsible for the periodic reporting on the 1974 Recommendation concerning Education for 

International Understanding, Cooperation and Peace and Education relating to Human Rights and 

Fundamental Freedoms. 

 

This Recommendation, though drafted in the 1970's, is remarkably contemporary. It promotes several notions 

that are at the core of GCED and ESD such as “international understanding”, “friendship among nations”, 

“awareness of the increasing global interdependence between peoples and nations”, “abilities to 

communicate with others”, “awareness not only of the rights but also of the duties incumbent upon individuals, 

social groups and nations towards each other”. 

 

The reporting process – which takes place every 4 years – had become a bureaucratic process and its results 

were insufficiently exploited. 

 

SOLUTION 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/leading-the-international-agenda/education-for-all/sdg4-education-2030/
http://en.unesco.org/gced
http://en.unesco.org/gced
http://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/leading-the-international-agenda/human-rights-education/
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0011/001140/114040e.pdf#page=144
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0011/001140/114040e.pdf#page=144
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0011/001140/114040e.pdf#page=144


 

 

We therefore decided to reframe the reporting guidelines on the 1974 Recommendation to align them on the 

target 4.7 indicators. By doing so, country reports would be responding directly to the requirements contained 

in the global indicator for target 4. 7. 

 

These new guidelines were endorsed by the Executive Board at its Spring session; and the 6th cycle of 

Consultations was launched in July 2016. It was then later declared by the UN Statistical Commission, that 

the Reports to the 1974 Recommendation would be the official data collection mechanism for the monitoring 

of the Global Indicator for Target 4.7. 

 

Thanks to this innovative effort – and the country reports that we look forward to receiving – we will be able 

to collect data on Target 4.7. The summary report of the 6th Consultation will be submitted to the next session 

of the GC in 2017. 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/unesco_1974_recommendation_used_to_measure_progress_towards/

